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Such measures are not only useless, but harmful, and the practice
of indiscriminate blistering has now been almost entirely aban-
doned. It should be observed, however, that in such conditions
a moderate rubefacient effect is often beneficial.
In chronic diseased conditions of joints, ligaments, and tendons,
counter-irritation by means of the thermo-cautery is employed!
In the case of tendons and ligaments, the beneficial effects of
counter-irritation are believed to depend on its action in modifying
the nutrition of the part, promoting absorption of exudate, and
so favouring resolution.
In former times firing was practised indiscriminately, and
even today many favourable results due really to the vis medi-
catrix natura are attributed to the employment of the actual
cautery. It must now be realized that the prolonged rest which
is necessary after firing is largely responsible for the beneficial
effects obtained by its application.
The barbarous practice of firing limbs with a view to the
prevention of disease conditions to which certain conformations
were supposed to be subject is now discontinued.
Setons and rowels were formerly employed as methods of
counter-irritation in the treatment of sinuses and fistulae, and
in cases of hip and shoulder lameness. Such measures have
justly fallen into disrepute. Sinuses and fistulse are now more
rationally treated by surgical means.
In the early stages of acute bronchial and pulmonary affections
the application of a rubefacient such as mustard paste to the chest
walls frequently proves of benefit; such an application, while
dilating the cutaneous bloodvessels, reflexly brings about con-
striction of those of the subjacent viscera and it is upon this
effect that its value is believed partly to depend. The peripheral
irritation also stimulates reflexly the vital centres in the medulla.
In pain of abdominal origin the application of a mild counter-
irritant, such as heat, may give speedy relief, and in the case of
pain originating in a viscus, but which is referred to the abdominal
wall, counter-irritation to the painful part is of particular service.
Thus, fomentations to the epigastrium frequently reHeve painful
gastritis in the dog, the afferent nerves from the stomach ending
IK the same segment of the spinal cord as that to which the sensory
nerves of the epigastrium belong*
In acute laryngitis and pharyngitis in the horse the application
of a cantharidin blister to the external region of the throat is
often beneficial. In strangles, when the abscess in the sub-
maxillary space matures slowly, the application of mustard paste
or a cantharidin blister hastens the process of maturation.
CoM and Hot Ap|dl<mticms,----The application of cold water